
Tri-five Chevies are iconically popular and Kurt Deisinger, like Tom Schmanski,  is also 

ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ϭϵϱϲ��ŚĞǀ ƌŽůĞƚ͘ �, ŝƐ�ŝƐ��Ă��ƚǁ Ž�ĚŽŽƌ�ƉŽƐƚ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂƐĞǇ��ĂƌƌĞƩ ͘ ���hŶĚĞƌ�Ă�

tarp it is hiding a 350; a 700R tranny, rack and pinion and electric seats. All rust repair has been

completed and the chebbie is in primer. Kurt says he has no idea when he will get to drive it.

He also stated that he was too old to do any more projects. Boy did he get fooled! Never say

ŶĞǀ Ğƌ͊ ͊ �<Ƶƌƚ��͚�ŝĐĞ͛�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵĂƐƚĞƌ�ĐƌĂŌƐŵĂŶ�ǁ ŚŽ�ĐĂŶ�ĚŽ�ǁ ŽŶĚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĮ ŶĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƚǁ Ž�ŐĂƌĂŐĞ�

with four cars in it. This is where he accomplished did the majority of the work on my ‘34 Nash

“Nashional Debt” several years ago.

�ĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƐŚŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŇŽŽƌƉĂŶƐ�ŽŶ�<Ƶƌƚ ͛ Ɛ�ϭϵϱϲ��ŚĞǀ ŝĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ ��&ƌŽŵ�ƚŽĂƐƚ�ƚŽ����������������

ǇƵŵŵŝĞ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͛ Ɛ�ƟŵĞ͘

�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�WĂŐĞ�ϵ

Whatcha Got…..



Why

did I say never

say never? Be-

cause. In a

weak moment

Kurt agreed to

build another

car for me.

This is a ‘51

Buick Riviera

two door

hardtop which

I found in a

field probably 

twenty years

ago. I sold it to Paul “Youngboy” Kreun who later sold it to Steve Kroger who offered it to any 

Count who would move it out of his garage. I had always thought that the Buick would be a

cool custom back when it languished in my lot and was first to raise my hand.  The car went 

ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƐĂŶĚ�ďůĂƐƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�<Ƶƌƚ�ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶĐĞĚ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ŵĞƚĂů�

repair.

Recently a 401 Buick nailhead engine and 400 Turbo from a ‘66 Wildcat fell into my hands and

they are being rebuilt for the cruiser. There is no deadline and no projects in the future (unless

I can’t sell my ‘59 Kenworth .) Don’t even think about it!!

If you would share your project with

^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�ůĞƚ��ů�̂ ŵŝƚŚ�Žƌ�:ŝŵ�

Neuzil know. We all love to see other

ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ��ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƐŽ�ĚŽŶ͛ ƚ�ďĞ�ƐƟŶŐǇ͘�

We will feature some more Whatcha

' Žƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŽĨ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �

News Let us see them!!

�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�WĂŐĞ�ϭϬ



Steve Kroger cream of the crop

STEVE IS NOT only one of my most favorite Counts. He is one of my most favorite people, period.

I would say this even if he hadn’t given me a project car recently (which he did). I am proud to have

been instrumental (along with Skip Abell) in bringing Steve to the Counts some 17 years ago. We were

Ăůů�ĂƩ ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐůĂƐƐ�Žī ĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�' ĞŶĞ�Ăƚ���ĂŶĚ���ZĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�

ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵŶƚƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ŚĞ�ĂŶĚ��Ğď�Ğǀ Ğƌ�ĚŝĚ͘ �dŚĂƚ͛ Ɛ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƉƌĂŝƐĞ͘�

I SUPPOSE THAT Steve is best known for the work he did to build the new Counts Club House.

When then–ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ƵƚĐŚ�ZŽŵĞǇ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŽƵƚŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƌĞĨƵƌďŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚǁ Ž�ĐĂƌ�

garage, Steve grabbed hold of the idea with both hands. With only the $50,00 which we received from

selling the old club house, a group of hardworking Counts ramrodded by Steve built a facility now val-

ued at a quarter of a million dollars. For sure, there were a lot of helping hands. I hesitate to start nam-

ing names but Erv Vogel, Rush Elliot, Bob Mal-

ůŽǁ ͕ �̂ ŬŝƉ��ďĞůů͕�ĂƌĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂǀ Ǉ�ŚŝƩ ĞƌƐ͘

^d�s ��/̂ �ĂůƐŽ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶͲ

ŶƵĂů�E ^Z���ƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ��ĂǇ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŚĞůĚ�ĂŶŶƵͲ

ĂůůǇ�Ăƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�ƐŚŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵƐĞƵŵ�ŽĨ�ĂƵƚŽͲ

mobilia.

STEVE WAS born in Madison, SD, but

spent his childhood in Oregon. In 1969 he came

back to South Dakota. It took 8 years for the 42 below zero temps of Eastern South Dakota to drive him

to Rapid City in 1977. Though he picked fruit in Oregon Steve has been a brick layer since he was 16

years old, following in the footsteps of his Dad.

STEVE takes pride in never having owned a four door automobile. That’s either great discipline

Žƌ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ůƵĐŬ͊ ��, ŝƐ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĐĂƌ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ϭϵϱϭ�&ŽƌĚ��ƵƐƚŽŵ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŚŝƐ��ĂĚ�ďŽƵŐŚƚ�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĂƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ΨϭϮϱ͘ �̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ�

had to make payments out of his $1.25 per hour wages. Later he owned a ‘68 Javelin, followed by a

1970 Road Runner with a 383 and 4-speed. In 1972 He

married Deb and swapped the bird for a ‘73 Buick GS 455.

THOUGH Steve always liked cars, the train really

started running downhill in 1995. He bought a 35th anni-

versary�dƌĂŶƐ��ŵ͕ �ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ��ĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ϱϬ͛Ɛ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�D ŽŶƚĞ�

Stabnow and got the fire to build a hotrod.  The purchase 

of a 1935 Plymouth coupe started a 4 year build by A&A.

��ďĂďǇ�;ϯϯϭ�Đ͘ŝ͘Ϳ�ŚĞŵŝ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďůŽǁ Ğƌ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ǇĞůůŽǁ �

WůǇŵŽƵƚŚ�ŐŽ�ůŝŬĞ�ƐĐĂƚ͘ ��dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ���ĂŶĚ���ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŵŝůĚ�ĐƵƐƚŽŵ�ϭϵϱϬ��ŚĞǀ Ǉ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�

ϯϵϲ ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ĞĚŐĞ�ďƵŝůĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽǁ �Žǁ ŶĞĚ�ďǇ�̂ ĐŽƩ �<ƌŽŐĞƌ͕�̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ͛Ɛ�ƐŽŶ͘ ��̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�Į ŶͲ

ished a 1949 Studebaker pickup with a paint job which is more valuable than most of our street rods .
�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �EĞǁ Ɛ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�WĂŐĞ�ϭϭ



Deb Kroger, Steve’s wife, has a 1968 Roadrunner but Steve is allowed to drive it

when they go out. Perfect, I would say!

Deb and Steve are avid NASCAR fans. In fact the week I met Steve was a very down

ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�Śŝŵ—It was the week that Dale Earnhardt died at Daytona. Steve has been a

ŚƵŐĞ�/ŶƟŵŝĚĂƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ��ĂůĞ��ĂƌŶŚĂƌĚƚ�:ƌ͘�ĨĂŶ͘ /�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ŚĞ�ƚŽůĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ��ƵƐƟŶ��ŝůůŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŚŝƐ�

ŐƵǇ�ƐŝŶĐĞ��ĂůĞ�:ƌ͘�ŚĂƐ�ƌĞƟƌĞĚ͘

^ƚĞǀ Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Į ŐŚƟŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ŶŽǁ �͘�, Ğ�ŝƐ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ǁ Ğůů�

but his immune system just doesn't allow him to be around groups of people. If he could

ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞƚ�ŚĞ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐ��ŽƵŶƚƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘ �̂ ƚĞǀ Ğ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�Ěƌŝǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�

net’ tow pick up for the Rod Run cruise and it was really great to see him.

2017 New Rod:

John Stauffacher

2017 New Machine:

Tommy Relf

2017 Car of the Year:

Dennis Volmer

CONGRATS!

�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�
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&Žƌ�̂ Ğǀ ĞƌĂů�zĞĂƌƐ�/�ďŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽůĚ�ŽůĚ�ŝƌŽŶ��ĂƐ�Ă�ŚŽďďǇ͘��ƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ǀ ĞƌǇ������������������

ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ǀ ĞŚŝĐůĞƐ�ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�ŵǇ�ůŽƚ͘ �/�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�����

seeing some of them. Some may even dredge up memories of old rust that were a part of their own

ƉĂƐƚ͘ ���ŶũŽǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĞů�ĨƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ŝŶ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌƐ͘ ��

A couple rare birds here—A 1928 Stutz Victoria coupe and a 1918 Briscoe. The Stutz

ǁ ĞŶƚ�ƚŽ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŝƐĐŽĞ�ƚŽ�' ĞƩǇƐďƵƌŐ͕�W� ͘ �

�������������, Žǁ �ĂďŽƵƚ�Ă�ϭϵϯ ϳ �>ĂĨĂǇĞƩ Ğ�Žƌ�Ă�ϭϵϮϴ�dĞƌƌĂƉůĂŶĞ͘��WƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͘

�ĞůŽǁ �ĂƌĞ�Ă�ϭϵϮϵ�D ŽĚĞů�� ͕ �Ă�ϭϵϯϬ�WŽŶƟĂĐ�Ϯ�^�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ϭϵϯϱ�WůǇŵŽƵƚŚ�ĐŽƵƉĞ

�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ E Ğǁ Ɛ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�WĂŐĞ�ϭϯ



^ĞĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌŝƟĞƐ͍ �dŚĞƐĞ��ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ϭϵϱϭ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ͘ �>�ƚŽ�Z��Ă��ƵŝĐŬ�̂ ƉĞĐŝĂů͕�, ƵĚƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŚĞǀ ƌŽůĞƚ�Ϯ� , d

/ƚ�ŶĞǀ Ğƌ�ĐĞĂƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂŵĂǌĞ�ŵĞ�ǁ ŚĂƚ��ƐŽŵĞ�ĐƌĂŌƐŵĞŶ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�

jewel at the end. We admire every one who resurrects iron like these ‘36 and ‘42 Fords.

How about some Mopars; A 1938 Dodge , a 1930 Dodge and a 1937 Plymouth

You are probably bored by now so we will finish off with a 1938 Oldsmobile and a 1935 Chevy coupe. 

����������������������������ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�WĂŐĞ�ϭϰ



TEAM

KŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�Žǁ Ŷ�ŝƐ�ŚƵƌƟŶŐ�ďƵƚ͕ �ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŵŽƵƐ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌďĂĐŬ�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ�ŶĂŵĞĚ�ĂŌĞƌ͕�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ĞŵĞƌŐĞ�Ă�

champion. Nine year old Peyton Raterman is the daughter of Counts past president Chad Raterman and the granddaughter

of Counts member Larry Raterman. Peyton was diagnosed last fall with a malignant tumor on her knee.

WĞǇƚŽŶ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ĐŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�D ŝŶŶĞĂƉŽůŝƐ�ďƵƚ�͕ĂŌĞƌ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƚƵŵŽƌ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚͲ

ing. At that point her doctors elected to try a more aggressive chemo therapy. These treatments proved to be too much

ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚƵĐĞĚ�ƚŽǆŝĐ�ƉŽŝƐŽŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�Őŝƌů͘��ƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƐŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ŶŽƌ�ŵŽǀ Ğ�ďƵƚ͕ �ĂƐ��ŚĂĚ�ƚŽůĚ�ƵƐ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�

ĐůƵď�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�͞ t Ğ�ŬŶĞǁ �ƐŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�K<�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƐŚĞ�ƚŽůĚ�ŚĞƌ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůů�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�ƌŽŽŵ͟ ͘

WƌĞƐĞŶƚůǇ�WĞǇƚŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌŐŽŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŚĞŵŽ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�Ɛŝǆ�ǁ ĞĞŬƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐƟůů�ĂƌĞ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ŬĞĞƉ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ƌĞƐŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƌŐĞƌǇ͘

KŶ�Ă�ŚĂƉƉǇ�ŶŽƚĞ�WĞǇƚŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ĞŶĚ�ǌŽŶĞ�ƟĐŬĞƚƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�D ŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�s ŝŬŝŶŐƐ�ƉůĂǇŽī �ŐĂŵĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŐĂŵĞ�ŚĂĚ�

ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ĞŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ŝŶ�E&>�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�/�Ăŵ�ƐƵƌĞ�WĞǇƚŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ƚĞůů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�͞ /�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͟ �ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ͘�

�ŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�WĞǇƚŽŶ�ZĂƚĞƌŵĂŶ�ƐĂǀ ŝŶŐƐ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ��ůĂĐŬ�, ŝůůƐ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů��ƌĞĚŝƚ�hŶŝŽŶ͘ ��/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�

ĐĂŶ͕ �Őŝǀ Ğ�Ă�ĨĞǁ �ĚŽůůĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĞŵĞŶĚŽƵƐ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�WĞǇƚŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�D Žŵ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�D ŝŶŶĞĂƉͲ

olis. If you can’t, at least put in a Good Word with God to make Peyton 100 percent again very soon.

, �Z��/̂ �WĞǇƚŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�s ŝŬŝŶŐƐ�ůŝŶĞƐŵĂŶ�:ĞƌĞŵŝĂŚ�̂ ŝƌůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŝŶ�ŚĞƌ�ƐŽŌďĂůů�ƵŶŝĨŽƌŵ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ůŽŽŬƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�

knock down whatever stands in her way, doesn’t she?
�ŽƵŶƚƐ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�WĂŐĞ�ϭϱ



THANK YOU, Lynn, for the photos on this page, Above is a shot from

the Counts January Garage Tour at Whipple Racing. The shots below

come from family night at Sickie’s Garage.

S

Hey, Food and fun was had by all at Sickie’s Garage family night January

16th. Over 50 people showed up for the event. Sickies was glad to see us

and thanked us for coming in. It was mentioned that they were consider-

ing having a weekly Car Night next summer. That would be cool! We need

to revisit them soon. Drive ‘em. Your VP Lynn
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