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Hi to all. “T’is the season to get those hot rods on the street”. It’s always
great to see what people have built during the winter. It’s also good to
see the snowbirds coming back—it was a great winter to be gone! We
have some great Spring and Summer events planned. There is Dead-
wood on June 3, our Rod Run in July and Harley wants us to do a show
and shine so make plans. We had a great tour at the Pennington County
Event Center and were truly impressed that they really want to work
with us. Remember NSRA Inspection on May 21. It is a fun day. We have
had some really great Garage and Shop tours. Wonder where people
get the bucks to build these babies? Thank You to the members who got
these set up. Drive’em Your prez Lynn ^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�D ĂƌĐŚͬ �ƉƌŝůͬD ĂǇ͕�ϮϬϭϳ �WĂŐĞ�ϭ

PREZ SEZ



The Black Hills and Rapid City, in particular, are blessed with a plethora of automotive shops

specializing in building and modifying collector and special interest vehicles. The Counts were invited to

attend an open house April 4 at one of the newest of these, Fast Lane Rod and Custom.

Fast Lane opened in January and just really got their ducks in a row last month Owner Brad

Westergard , however, is no stranger to building hot rods and racing vehicles. He was in the business

for 30 years in Sioux Falls prior to coming to the Hills. Brad spent three years as an instructor for Hot

Rod Institute and was in charge of HRI’s rod shop while there.

Brad has five employees, all seasoned professionals who were either former students or em-

ployees at HRI. Fast Lane’s 10,000 foot facility was humming with activity and potential as a large

group of Counts and others enjoyed burgers and hot dogs. Brad stated they had gotten off to a quick

start with about eight jobs already booked. Some of the varied projects that caught our eye were sev-

eral early Ford’s and Chevies in beginning stages, a full cage drag Volkswagen and an AWD tricycle

car which is being mocked up with four different engines for a customer who hopes to market the ve-

hicle in the future.

Brad was pretty laid back about his accomplishments but admitted to having built a ‘hodge

podge’ of magazine and movie cars, including a ‘29 Packard

which appeared on the big screen with Bruce Willis and

^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�D ĂƌĐŚͬ �ƉƌŝůͬD ĂǇ�ϮϬϭϳ ͕ ��WĂŐĞ�Ϯ



Not your everyday grocery getter

Rush is telling Gary “Naw, I don’t
think you will fit!”.

Every project has to start somewhere

Fast Lane engine guru Mark Meadows
tells Danny about their AWD cyclecar

MANY THANKS from the
Counts to Brad and the crew at
Fastlane for their great
OPEN HOUSE and TOUR
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Technically , this is going to be editorially speaking with Al since
Jim has been spending the past couple weeks at the Rapid City Re-
gional Resort and Spa. Jim has been fighting a circulation problem in
his leg for about the past four months and the sore in his foot was not
able to heal and became infected.

I just got off the phone with Jim and he is making great strides
(figuratively speaking) and is looking to be coming home in as little as
three more days. The Doctors removed Jim’s little toe and a piece of
bone and say the wound is healing very, very well. A side effect is that
his kidney’s decided to quit working for a while but are now back on
the mend as well. Jim wanted to express his thanks to those who
have stopped to see him and to the many folks who have called him.
Hopefully you will all see Jim before you see this newsletter.

Though we didn’t get a story done on our last Family Night, Chad
Raterman reported it did great. A highly energetic group of twelve
year old girl soft ball players put on a spaghetti feed and silent auc-
tion at the Moose Club and gloved two big bills—that’s right $2,000.
Hopefully that will keep them in balls and bats for a good while.
Thank you to the many Counts who attended the SWAT fundraiser.

I might also mention that the glass ceiling has shattered at the
Counts Club House. Danny Church may not be our first female Count,
but she is the first I remember since 1998. She has a yellow Bird (’68
Falcon) with a 500 Caddie and lots of attitude. The Bird has attitude,
not Danny—well maybe?? We will do a feature sometime soon.

Do not, I repeat DO NOT forget to be ready for the 49th annual
BLACK HILLS ROD RUN which will be July 7th and 8th at the Counts
Club House in Black Hawk, SD. On July 9th the rod run will sequi , seg-
way, segia—you know, it will run into the Downtown Cruiser Car
Show in Downtown Rapid City.

Go to our website www.countscarclub.com for an application or
talk to Bob Mallow if you have questions.



Well, Hello there…..
Gee,

ŝƚ ͛ Ɛ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ůŽŶŐ͕�ůŽŶŐ�ƟŵĞ. That’s the first line of an 

old Willie Nelson tune that runs through my head occasionally.

Many of you already know me but some don’t. I first showed up 

ƵŶĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ă��ŽƵŶƚƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϴ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ăƚ�

Gary Kreun’s shop and club members were busily sanding on

ƚŚĞ�͛ϰϴ�WŽŶƟĂĐ�ĐŽƉ�ĐĂƌ��ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ZĂƉŝĚ��ŝƚǇ�

Police Department.

While some looked at me like “who is this guy?” Several and

' ĂƌǇ�D Đ>ĂƵŐŚůŝŶ͕ �ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕�ƚŽŽŬ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�

ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ��ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŐƵǇ�ǁ ĂŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚƵůƚĞƌĂƚĞ�Ă�ĐĂƌ͟ ͘ �

/�ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ďƵǇŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůůŝŶŐ�ŽůĚ�ŝƌŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ϭϵϯϬ�

KůĚƐŵŽďŝůĞ�ƐĞĚĂŶ�ŝŶ�ŵŝŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�͞ ĂĚƵůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͟ ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�/�ŐŽƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�

that night I announced that I would like to become a Count and

' ůǇŶĚĂ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�ŐŽƩ ĞŶ�Ă�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂůů�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂĚ�ƐŽůĚ��

the Olds. 0h, well then…………

E Žƚ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�/�ƐƉŽƩ ĞĚ�Ă�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�͚ϯϭ��ŚĞǀ Ǉ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĂůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

Qwik Quarter, drove it, talked my boss into an $8,000 loan and

became a full-fledged street rodder. The maroon sedan had a 

327 and all stock ’31 suspension. It was a handful, to say the

least! Sits right up like a gasser, doesn’t it?

Next came Tweety, a bright yellow ’39 Chevrolet coupe which I

ŐŽƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�Ɛǁ ĂƉ�ĨŽƌ�ŵǇ�͛ϯϭ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�͛ϳ ϴ��Žƌǀ ĞƩ Ğ͘�' ůǇŶĚĂ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŚĂĚ�Ă�

ƚŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĨƵŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�dǁ ĞĞƚǇ͘�t Ğ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ��ĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ϱϬ͛Ɛ͕ �ƚŚĞ�̂ ƚƌĞĞƚ�

ZŽĚ�E ĂƟŽŶĂůƐ�ŝŶ�̂ ƉŽŬĂŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďƵŶĐŚ�ŽĨ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ͘ �dǁ ĞĞƚǇ�

was chosen as a Counts tee shirt car in 2001.

EĞǆƚ�ĐĂŵĞ�ŵǇ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƐƚƌĞĞƚ�ƌŽĚ�ďƵŝůĚ—the Nashional

Debt. No I didn’t build it, Kurt Deisinger and Erv Vogel did!

Along with a huge amount of work done by Counts members

Gary Kreun, Rush Elliot, Tom Goergon, Steve Kroger, John Stauff-

acher, Dan Duncan, Bob Myers, Jack Venable, Larry Johnson and

others, I did what I do best – kept on trucking and wrote checks.

Nashional Debt was a very rare ’34 Nash coupe found in a farm

dump near Shadehill, SD.

Four years and many dollars later we had another Counts tee

shirt car. The Debt was endowed with a 401 AMC motor and a

Tremec five speed and would go like scat. I don’t quite remem-

ber why, but Gary K. was driving the Nash at Back to the 50”s

when a young fellow with a ‘tooner’ challenged him. When Gary

ŐŽƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌŽƩ ůĞ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƚŽŽŶĞƌ͛�Ěƌŝǀ Ğƌ�ƉƵůůĞĚ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ĂŶĚ�

mouthed the words ‘no mas’ with appropriate body language.

Now that’s what rodding is all about!!!!

^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ�D ĂƌĐŚͬ �ƉƌŝůͬD ĂǇ�ϮϬϭϳ �WĂŐĞ�ϱ



To Jewel
During the years of building The Nashional Debt and

throughout my early years with the Counts II kept a

steady flow of cool(ish) cars coming in and out of the pic-

ƚƵƌĞ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�͚WŽƚĂƚŽ ͛ �Ă�ƉƌŝƐƟŶĞ�ďĂƌŶ�Į ŶĚ�͛ϯϲ��ŚĞǀ ƌŽͲ

let flat back sedan; ‘Sweetpea’, the ’48 Chrysler coupe; a big 

ole tomato red ’63 Buick Electra, ‘the Secret Weapon’ (41

Plymouth) which was quite like my first old ‘Nightmare’, a 

͞ ϱϳ ��ŚĞǀ ͕ �ŵǇ�ůŽŶŐƟŵĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ�͛ϲϲ��ĂƉƌŝĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘ �

unfortunately, life got in the way and I lost My Nash in a

medical banruptcy. Following a kidney transplant in Decem-

ber, 2009, I began rebuilding my trucking business and was

ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ�ŵǇ�EĂƐŚ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�Ă�<ŽŽů��ĞĂĚͲ

ǁ ŽŽĚ�E ŝŐŚƚƐ�ĂƵĐƟŽŶ͘

Needing equipment to grow my business, I later swapped

the car for some gravel trailers. Last I saw the Nashional

Debt it was again crossing the podium at Kool Deadwood

Nights and headed to Billings. That was a year ago.

My commitment to the Counts waned for a few years. I was

ƚŽŽ�ďƵƐǇ�ƚƌƵĐŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽŽ�ƟƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƉĂƐƚ�

ǇĞĂƌ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�ƉĞƌŵŝƩ ĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ƐĞůůŝŶŐ�Žī �ŵǇ�

ƚƌƵĐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƟƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�Ěƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ͘�/�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ĐĂƌƐ�

again and finally pulled the trigger on a ’55 Ford hardtop 

with all the gewgaws I would have liked when I owned my

first ’55 back in high school.

My personal history seems to be somehow defined by the 

cars I had. I was born 70 years ago on a farm in Whitewood

Valley. At about ten Grandpa taught me to drive in his mod-

el A Ford coupe. I went to country school. My folks had a ’56

Buick and then a ’58 Chrysler Windsor-both of which I

abused horribly whenever allowed to drive them.

^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ͛ �E Ğǁ Ɛ͕ �D ĂƌĐŚ�ͬ�Ɖƌŝů�ͬD ĂǇ�ϮϬϭϳ ͕ �WĂŐĞ�ϲ



dŚĞ��ů�̂ ŵŝƚŚ�̂ ƚŽƌǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ

My own first car was a grey ’46 Plymouth more door. I 

painted ‘Old Grey Nightmare’ on the side complete with a

swaybacked nag. cartoon and sat tall in the driver’s seat

when I drove to school. My first actually cool car was a ’55 

&ŽƌĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƟďůĞ͘�/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ďůĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ǇĞůůŽǁ ͕ �ũƵƐƚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�

ƚŚĞ���ĂŶĚ�t �ŵƵƌĂů�ŝŶ�ZĂǁ ůŝŶƐ�t ǇŽŵŝŶŐ͘�/�ƉĂŝŶƚĞĚ�͚>͛ ů�̂ ƟŶŬͲ

er’ and a skunk on the side (don’t have a clue why—it was

yellow and black not black and white). When I went to

South Dakota State University my folks sold it. Last I knew it

was rip-rap buried in the bank of the Belle Fourche River.

I spent 4 years at South Dakota State majoring in journalism

ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ Ğ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�;Őŝǀ Ğ�ŵĞ�Ă�ďƌĞĂŬ-that was 50+ years

ago). No cars were allowed during our freshman year but

ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ—look out!! I picked up a few running old cars

from the salvage yard to drive. The one I remember most

was a circa 1950 Hudson Hornet with a straight 8 for $50.

308 c.i. if I remember correctly. It could beat a GTO for

about 50 feet off of a light then I’d back off and let them 

blast on by.

I had a ’57 Chev Wagon and then a ’63 Olds Cutlass con-

ǀ ĞƌƟďůĞ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�/�Ɛǁ ĂƉƉĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�͛ϲϭ��Žƌǀ ĞƩ Ğ͘�/�ŬŶŽĐŬĞĚ�Ă�Ă�

ĨĞŶĚĞƌ�Žī �ƚŚĞ�s ĞƩ Ğ�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ŽŐůŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽ-ed and sold it for next

to nothing. That has become a lifelong theme—buy high

and sell low. Make it up in volume.

Then there was the Z. It was 1968 and the Chevrolet dealer

had a gawjus bronze Z-28 languishing unsold on the show

room. I talked the local banker out of $3,000 and just drove

the hell out of that Camaro. It was geared too high to be a

good street racer but it would hit 145 mph. I could make the

400 miles from Brookings to home in 4 hours flat, Can’t 

ĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ƟĐŬĞƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂƌ�ĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͘�

�ŌĞƌ�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ�/�ǁ ŽƵŶĚ�ƵƉ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶ�̂ ƉĞĂƌĮ ƐŚ͘ �/Ŷ�ϭϵϳ ϭ�/�ŚĂĚ�Ă�

’57 Bel Air (just like Doc Hoyes’) and yes I let it get away,

too. This is the car I had when I met and married Glynda.

dŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌ�ŝƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ŐŽŶĞ�/͛ŵ�ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌͲ

riage might last but, then again, I haven’t yet found a

model that I could

afford to trade her for. 

By 1976, we had a son, Ryan, and two new IHC log trucks.

Life would never be the same. Over the years I have owned

at least 36 semi trucks along with a couple hundred cars.

Our 2000 Pete was a Shell Rotella calendar truck and was in

the Counts Car Show in 2003. By the end of the show my

ďĂƩĞƌŝĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƌƵŶ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�Ă�ũƵŵƉ�ƐƚĂƌƚ͘ �dŚĂƚ�

ĨĂĐƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ��ŽƵŶƚƐ�ŐĂŐ�Ăǁ ĂƌĚƐ�ĐĞƌĞͲ

ŵŽŶǇ͘�/�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽĚĞů�ƚƌƵĐŬ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƟŶǇ�ũƵŵƉĞƌ�ĐĂďůĞƐ�

coming from a model pickup. Thanks Alphabet.

/Ĩ�/�ŵĂǇ͕�/�ǁ ŝůů�ĞŶĚ�ŵǇ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�;ǇĞĂŚ͕ �ƌŝŐŚƚͿ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�

ŚĞĂƌƞĞůƚ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵŶƚƐ͕ �Ăůů�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĚŽŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�

me and all they have done for the community.

As you can see, I have volunteered to be an assistant editor

ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�:ŝŵ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ͘�/�Ăŵ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�

ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŝĨĞ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�

the cars and people who have been a part of it. If you

ĂƩĞŶĚ�Ă�ĐĂƌ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ğ-mail

them to Jim Neuzil studeman40@hotmail.com or myself, Al

Smith at iluvcars@sdplains.com…

 P.S. Since I first wrote this story a couple weeks ago  the 

number has changed to “My last semi truck number 37” A

ǇĞůůŽǁ � ϮϬϬϱ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ǁ ŚŝĐŚ� ǁ ŝůů� ďĞ� dǁ ĞĞƚǇ� dŽŽ͘ �

(Mellow Yellow, My Ass!!) As Willie says “on the road

again”.

^ƚƌĞĞƟŶ�EĞǁ Ɛ͕ �D ĂƌĐŚ�ͬ�Ɖƌŝů�ͬD ĂǇϮϬϭϳ ͕ ��WĂŐĞ�ϳ
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